“Baer Bones” - Meeting Notes – November 16, 2006



President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. Howie led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Roger J and Ron K sang a duet of the introduction to “god Bless America” before the rest of the club joined in. Shane provided an invocation.


Guests:


Our regular guest Bridgitte K was present as was Pila’s mother, Sandra.


Soap Box:


Shane had Soap Box and shared with us some thoughts about the dying communities of the Midwest such as his family’s hometown of Bassett, NE.


Secret Greeter:


Fitz was the culprit and several members were guilty of not shaking his hand and paid accordingly.


Fines/Happy & Sad Bucks:


Fine Master Fitz took the floor and Bob S was first on his feet with $5 happy for his upcoming two-week trip to visit his daughter and family in Colorado. After a reminded, he also pitched in $2 for Lois’s upcoming birthday.


Shane gave a sad buck because Fitz was “late”, a no-no for the Secret Greeter. Ron gave a happy buck for being a great-grandfather for the second time, this one a boy named Boston!


Fitz was sad that he has thousands of business cards with an about-to-be-obsolete address but also gave happy bucks for his new “temporary” digs at 560 Higuera Street, Suite B (ironically where Kevin once had an office). He is still searching for a permanent “corner” location in the downtown. All of that and only 50 cents donated to the kitty!


Howie thought Fitz had given $50 so he matched it with $50 as he will be fishing in Mexico with his sons in December and will miss our Christmas party as well as the bell ringing. Thanks you Howie!


Pila gave $2 happy bucks for being here and Roger J have a buck for the same blessing. President Kevin contributed $2 for missing the DCM and for not introducing Pila’s mother, Sandra, without prompting.


Announcements:


Hilding needs some helpers at the Dallidet Adobe to wire the lampposts previously put in place, date TBD. Hilding reported on the previous evening’s DCM at Dairy Creek. In attendance from our club were Hilding, Shane, Bridgitte and John C. The next DCM will be in January 2007.


Feed the Homeless is December 3 and a sign-up sheet was distributed. Pila reported that club members have already ordered more than 100 boxes of See’s candy. Final day to place the order for pre-Christmas delivery is December 1 so get your orders in ASAP.


Justin is organizing the Salvation Army bell ringing. Our day is Saturday, December 16 at three locations:  the Higuera Street side of Ross’s, Barnes & Noble in the Downtown Center and the downtown post office. A sign up sheet will be distributed at our next meeting.


There was discussion of our traditional “Toys for Tots” drive and Doc S agreed to spearhead our efforts. President Kevin reminded us that there would be no meeting next week due to Thanksgiving so our next meeting will be November 30. He also reminded us that our Christmas program would be December 14 when the SLO High School Choral group will perform holiday tunes.


Program:


Our very own Rich C was our program speaker and his topic was power of attorney. There are two types:  general durable for business matters (often used to exploit the elderly) and advanced health care directives, which Rich highly recommends.


California law allows for a “statutory power of attorney” represented by the “advanced health care directive”. From a utilization and enforcement perspective, these are not very good documents. Rich suggests every one have a piece of paper in their billfold with names and phone numbers of “agents”, people you have asked to represent you if you are unable. The more the better as people often aren’t at home (e.g. Rich’s motorcycle accident was on a Saturday afternoon & Jan was NOT at home).


Conservators are for adults what guardians are for children. There are two kinds:  one for the “person” and one for the “estate”. An advanced health care directive should be in objective language, i.e. “three doctors determine”. Also, provide your conservators specific guidance regarding such issues as organ donations, “pulling the plug” and nursing home living.


Rich believes that “our goal should be to be allowed to die.” Anyone with a health care directive needs to review and update the document every seven years.


Winners:


$4 – ????


$6 – Bob A


$10 – Sandy


Membership – Bob S missed by drawing the deuce of spades. Next meeting’s pot is $127.50.


Next Week:

Joke of the Week – Dan


Soap Box – Don V 


Fine Free – Jim F


Program Speaker – Dan H will host a representative from “Teen Challenge”.

