“Baer Bones” - Meeting Notes December 21, 2006



President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. Milt led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Ron K led us in singing “Oh Beautiful, For Spacious Skies”. ???? provided an invocation.


Guests:


We had few guests (not even Bridgitte was there!) and few members as well in attendance. Kevin introduced his two guests, Chet & Nate Jackus.


Soap Box:


Bob S forgot about Soap Box so he told a joke instead.


Secret Greeter:


Sue was our Secret Greeter and many were not very friendly, even with such a small crowd so the bucks flowed. Thanks Sue!


Joke of the Week:


Dan was ready with a submarine joke.

Announcements:


President K announced that Cal Poly is looking for sponsors for its annual Rose Parade float. Also, he reminded us of several updating events:  January 4 – Next regular meeting; January 7 – Feed the Homeless; January 9 – Board Meeting at Wheeler-Smith Mortuary, 2890 S. Higuera St., 12 noon. 

Our next meeting on December 28 will be a Round Table at Vallarta’s, 12 noon next door to the Monday Club.

Milt reminded us that three families will receive food for the holidays. All three are unemployed veterans and they are extremely thankful for our gifts.  Milt (and Pam) will do the shopping and John C, Doc S, and President Kevin will make deliveries on Saturday, December 23.

Hilding reported on our bell ringing, as Justin was absent. There was some confusion about locations as there were last minute changes made by the Salvation Army. Thanks to Sandy forgetting her shift, Hilding pulled 4 hours in two locations (and Sandy paid for it!). The reception & donations were particularly good at Food 4 Less but also good at Mervyn’s.


Fines/Happy & Sad Bucks:


Sandy was the tail twister in the absence of our very own Blues Brothers. She immediately paid up $5 sad for missing the bell ringing. Nearly all members present gave happy and sad bucks but Sandy forgot to take notes she was so busy recognizing mostly happy folks!


Program: 


Ron K introduced our program speaker, John Mandeville, Director of the city’s Community Development Department. John gave a comprehensive and informative power point presentation on the structure and tasks of the Community Development Department.


The department is responsible for planning, regulating development design and land use, housing and grants, and code enforcement. These functions are accomplished with 21 full-time time staff and 4 Cal Poly interns. John says planners help people make choices and find strategies for implementing plans. He described the City’s General Plan, area and specific plans and special projects. The planning process is very public and democratic with 15 Advisory Bodies to make recommendations to City Council.


The General Plan was completed in 1994 and has had several updates since then. Area and specific plans are more precise, for example the airport area specific plan. Sixty percent or 12 staff is responsible for development review. Coordination with other departments such as Public Works is ongoing.


Recently completed projects include Court Street and 919 Palm Street in downtown SLO. Other projects currently under construction include:  Hampton Inn (LOVR); Laurel Creek (Orcutt Road) – a mixed use complex of commercial and 261 residential dwellings; Irish Hills Plaza (LOVR) – 140,000 square feet of commercial development; and Broad Street – mixed use housing and commercial on 10 acres.


Upcoming projects include:  Village at Maymont (Broad Street next to fire station #1) – another mixed use project; Motel Inn/Apple Farm renovation and expansion; Calle Joaquin auto dealerships; and the airport business center.


Additionally, two other projects are on the drawing boards:  Chinatown in downtown plus Garden Street Terraces. John concluded by discussing significant issues facing the city. Inclusionary housing is on the top of a lot of lists as are housing grants and housing projects including Cal Poly’s and others on S. Higuera (People’s Self Help), Ella Street and Humbert Street (housing authority). Other issues facing SLO planners now are earthquake safety and URM retrofitting and downtown building heights.

Winners:

$4 – Bob A

$6 - Sandy

$10 – Pila

Membership –Doc S missed so next week’s pot is $132.50.

December 28:
Joke of the Week – ????

Soap Box – Bart

Fine Free – Don V

Program Speaker – Hilding - Kiwanis Education

