“Baer Bones” - Meeting Notes December 7, 2006



President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. Justin led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Ron K led us in singing “Deck the Halls”. Doc S provided an invocation.


Guests:


We had several guests including an Interclub from the Atascadero Kiwanis Club – Jimmy, Milt & Steve, as well as past Lt. Governor Jack Scott. Justin introduced another past Lt. Governor in attendance, Brent Wingate plus our very own Shane Stew introduced Sara Wright from Circle K. Rich introduced prospective new member Matt Walker. Bob A introduced our program speakers, Jack Gould & Christian Henderson.


Soap Box:


Milt shared some humorous origins of modern day adages from the 1500’s.

Secret Greeter:


It must be a secret…it’s not in my notes!


Joke of the Week:


Ron forgot!


Announcements:


President K announced that he has 50 Kiwanis stickers for members top have for display somewhere. Pila has received the See’s Candy and it is available. Ron reported that we fed approximately 70 Sunday at the Maxine Lewis Shelter. Kevin and his son served, as did Sara from Circle K. Everyone did a great job for this special holiday meal.


Fitz was asked to report on the Board meeting but he could not remember so Milt reported that the Board membership was discussed as was the significance of new member “sponsors”, inductions, and orientations. Pila ordered two tiles for the Children’s Museum. Justin reminded us of bell ringing on Saturday, December 16. The Board “appointed” Fitz as the club’s Social Director. And he will coordinate a social event quarterly, beginning with the Melodrama in the spring.


A sign up sheet for the Christmas Party on December 14 was distributed. The December 21 meeting will be back to normal but the December 28 meeting will be a round table. Doc S is making arrangements for us to meet and eat at Vallarta’s next door to the Monday Club.


Doc S reported on receiving the youth sports award, due to his 28 years as a referee for youth soccer. Congrats Doc! Brent presented the club with a past due (2004-2005) “Distinguished Club Award”. Then-President Bart and Secretary Milt also received “Distinguished Officer” pins and the club got a patch from the District.


Fines/Happy & Sad Bucks:


Not enough time!


Program: 


Bob A. introduced Jack Gould, the founder of the Alpha Academy on a ranch on Buckley Road in San Luis Obispo. He explained that the non-profit organization works with young boys, 18-22. “Our goal is to get to these kids before they get in trouble.” As Bob shared, this is a non-profit that actually makes money. The Academy is a hands-on residential program and they operate several businesses. Jack introduced Christian, the Academy’s Director, and he told us about the day-to-day operations.


All Academy attendees are there voluntarily for residential mentoring for a minimum of six months. They come seeking direction and to plan for their futures. It is a non-denominational Christian-based organization and employees and students attend church – in fact many different faiths.


There are 4-6 students attending at any given time from all over the country. It is self-supporting and even though it costs $100 per day per student, the students only pay $100 per week. Students work on the ranch from 8 a.m. –noon. They are responsible for meal planning, shopping and preparation as well as clean up!


They learn budgeting and money management among many other skills. They attend classes in the afternoons whose formats range from reading to videos, discussions, guest speakers and homework. Students are also involved in community service. Through these experiences, students learn about a work ethic, delegation of tasks, teamwork, punctuality, pride in a job well done, and a sense of ownership. 


The businesses run by Alpha Academy are the 1000 Hills Pet Resort, webcarsandtreucks.com, and missioncars.com. The Pet Resort has day care as well as overnight accommodations for dogs. Several 8’x8’ “dog houses” are configured as singles, mini-suites and suites for overnight guests. The students build a special rapport with the dogs that is mutually beneficial.


Christian ended by saying that volunteers are always welcome. “Plan on giving these kids a future and hope.”


Doc Steele stole the bell so Kevin ponied up $10 to adjourn the meeting at 1:30 p.m.


Winners:


$4 – Bob M


$6 - Cathy

$10 - Jim

Membership –Sandy drew the nine of hearts for a miss. Next pot is $132.50.


December 21:

Joke of the Week – Fitz


Soap Box – Dr. John


Fine Free – Bob S


Program Speaker –???

