“Baer Bones” - Meeting Notes March 1, 2007


President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. Bob A led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Ron led us in singing ”Yankee Dandy Doodle” followed by an invocation by Janice.

Guests:  Shane gave wife Bridgitte a rather perfunctory introduction, as usual. Dan introduced his returning guest, Paul Marcotte (who specifically came to hear Dave Congalton’s Anartectic program!). Roger J was please to welcome Pila’s parents, Sandra & Leland Smith.
Secret Greeter:  Milt was the culprit and after vocal opposition due to his tardiness, President Kevin still invoked all but three members to buck up a buck!

Soap Box: Doc John shared with us he & Eudora’s recent experience with replacing her “racy” BMW with a more fuel-efficient & eco-friendly automobile at the local Toyota dealer. After several encounters, they are now the proud owners of a Toyota Camry hybrid! Congrats!
Joke of the Week:  Holly owned up to NOT reading  “Baer Bones” so had to decline her joke privileges! Dan, as usual, was prepared with a tickle-the-bones!

Fine Free:  John C excelled in “flying & landing” his remote controlled helicopter, almost beheading Bart in the process but all in fun!

Announcements:  The Tuesday Morning Kiwanis Club is having their annual fundraiser on March 3 and the following day is not only the Governor’s Visitor’s visit at the Atascadero Lake Pavilion but also Feed the Homeless that evening.  Sign-up sheet was also distributed for “Miracle Miles” in April. Coordinated by Cathy.

Baxter remained us that next week’s program in on the Broad Street corridor issues and neighborhood residents have been invited with 30+ expected to attend. Baxter, Janice, Ron, Sandy &Kevin agreed to distribute announcement/invistation flyers on Saturday.

Pi8la shared with us that our proposed tour of the new Children’s Museum will have to be on a Saturday due to food & other restrictions during the week. She will keep us apprised on date & time. Thanks Pila for you dogged efforts!

Fines/Happy & Sad Bucks:  The “Dynamic Duo” returned for some quick & dirty happy, sad & guilty $$$.  Roger J pitched in $10 his 38th wedding anniversary with the love of his life, wife Cherie. Dan H gave 40 to up the ante! John C was happy to be reminded of his wedding anniversary so upped for $16. Holly’s son turned 16 so she contributed a mixed $3.

Baxter & Dion are also celebrating a wedding anniversary, #?? , But worth $10. Bob A reported that he had personally donated to Si’s efforts to support our troops in Iraq & urged each of us to do as well, in addition to the club’s $200 donation, the largest of any service club in the county! Janice paid $6 but somehow Howie owes the remaining $4 for her $20 pledge???

Program Speaker: Dave Congalton, local radio luminary, recently returned from 11-day adventure to the Antarctic via SLO, Los Angeles, Dallas then Chile at the southern tip where he boarded a cruise ship for “the trip of my life”.

Dave presented a 20-minute power point presentation of his many awesome sightings, including penguins, penguins, and penguins!!! Did you know that there are17 different kinds of penguins???

The cruise ship had 183 passengers aboard, most from the United States and many of those from California, with a crew of non-American members numbering 173. Service, eh??!!  They had “perfect” weather (after all, it is summer in the Antarctic) so were able, unlike many other off-season cruises, to experience none excursions to uninhabited, isolated islands in zodiacs.

Only 100 people were allowed on shore at any one time and they were provided with special “booties” & “waders” plus the signature red parka. Environmental protection is of utmost concern to this “country without a county” so all precautions were taken to avoid disturbing the natural habitat and the way of things 1500 miles from the South Pole, one of the last bastions of early “purity”.

Even so, Dave says there are definite signs of the effects of global warming on the snow melt and whereas there were once a mere (? Too many?) 19 cruises annually before, there are currently as many as 40-50 cruise ships of all ilks annually.

Even at  $10,000 for the4 cruise, Dave stressed that everywhere you go, nature is on display and it WAS the trip of his life.

Winners:

$4 – Shane

$6 – Fitz
$10 – Don V

Hilding drew names for those “promoting Kiwanis” and John C., Justin, Fitz and Doc Steele all won tickets for two to the SLO International Film Festival! Thanks Pila.

Membership:  Holly missed with hearts so next week’s pot is $62.50.

March 1 2007:
Joke of the Week – Howie

Soap Box – Doc Steele

Fine Free – Cathy

Program Speaker – March 8 – Tim Bochum, SLO Public Works & Ilene Loe, Cal Trans on Broad Street 


corridor traffic improvements

