“Baer Bones” - Meeting Notes March 22, 2007


President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. John C led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Roger J., Ron and guest Jerry Levine led us in singing the “Star Spangled Banner” followed by an invocation by Shane.

Guests:  Shane introduced Bridgitte in his usual perfunctory way. Ron introduced his guest Jerry Levine and Holly briefly introduced program speaker John Ryan.
Secret Greeter:  Roger J nabbed four unfriendly ones.

Soap Box:  Milt related several Paddy O’Toole jokes then told us about the upcoming Jobs Fair for unemployed veterans at the Vets Hall on May 17. Many services will be available including counseling and health screening.
Joke of the Week:  Janice had a funny for us.

Fine Free:  Howie was prepared and made loud, obnoxious noises throughout the meeting with a number of props.

Announcements:  President Kevin reminded us that beginning with the first meeting in April, the bell will be rung at 12:15 p.m. and lunch will be served at 11:45 a.m. He also pointed out our new club banner that we can use at events, including the Miracle Mile walk in Cayucos.

Feed the Homeless is April 1 (no fooling!) and the Board meeting is at Smith-Wheeler Mortuary on Tuesday, April 3 at 12 noon. Hilding noted that as it is our club’s turn to host the DCM, the April meeting will be at his house on April 4 with dinner at 6 p.m.

Cathy further discussed the upcoming Miracle Mile walk/run. We still need walkers/runners as well as workers for the booth at the Cayucos. Sign-up sheets were distributed.

Cathy asked that we complete and return the membership survey to her ASAP.
Fines/Happy & Sad Bucks:  Fitz and Bart were both present to tail twist. Kevin contributed happy bucks for his daughter’s 17th birthday, as she is still “a sweetheart”. Sandy gave a happy buck for Cherie Jump’s friendliness when Sandy worked at the SLO High School earlier this week.

Bart gave a happy buck after being absent a couple of weeks due to work, as did Sean. Howie gave a sad buck for Jan Carsel’s loss and Rich gave $5 sad because of the still obvious devastation in New Orleans. John C gave $10 happy after a fun ski trip when he got his sunburned face and for his granddaughter’s birthday.

Pila was $2 happy and Cathy gave $5 happy for her upcoming mission to New Orleans where she and others in her group will repair damaged homes. Holly had happy bucks because their family is traveling to Buenos Aries where Claude was born. Due to her trip and some work-related training Holly will be absent until April 19.

Fitz gave another happy $5 as his office is underway moving to its new location. Bob S gave a happy buck and recruited an Interclub to Atascadero Thursday morning March 29 at 7 a.m. at Players. Howie, Sean and Cathy swill join Bob S.

Program Speaker:  Holly further introduced John Ryan, director of Integrated Waste Management for the San Luis Garbage Company. They received a grant in 1976 to pick-up recycled materials in the downtown area. When John was recycling coordinator. In 1990 the so-called “bottle bill” was passed by the state and revenue from that law pays for more reclamation of recyclables materials.

John showed several slides of the recycling operation. There is a “Resource Recovery Park” open to the public for self-hauling lumber, concrete, etc. A tub grinder is used to break down construction lumber and the green waste becomes compost. This diverts hundreds of tons each month and it is then sold to tomato growers.

The mission is to keep the landfill open as long as possible as well as cost-effectiveness. There is a “Household Hazardous Waste Facility” open Friday and Saturday for residents to dump. Computer monitors, televisions, etc. can also be dumped. The electronic waste is bailed and goes to a special facility for melt down. A lot is shipped overseas such as to China for use in plastics and fibers.

John related that this is a heavily regulated industry and they are audited nearly monthly. On a daily basis 125 tons are processed five days a week. All recyclables are hand sorted by a crew of 26 and only 3.6% residual goes into the landfill. There are 14-17 inbound trucks daily and 7-10 outbound.

Outbound includes 600 tons of cardboard and 1600 tons of mixed paper every month, the majority of that shipped overseas. John told us about their Education Center for visiting groups, children and others. Approximately 3500 kids visit annually.

Other services include free waste audits for businesses. Also, there is a recycling guide in the phone book. John ended by saying, “What comes in a day, goes out.”
Winners:

$4 – Pila

$6 – Roger J
$10 – Hilding

Membership:  Doc Steele missed with the 6 of hearts so next week’s pot is $70.

March 29 2007:
Joke of the Week – Rich

Soap Box – ????

Fine Free – Jim F

Program Speaker – March 29 – Ken Schwartz, Downtown SLO, Part II, hosted by Sandy

