“Baer Bones” - Meeting Notes March 8, 2007


President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. Bart led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Roger J. led us in singing ”God Bless America” followed by an invocation by Howie.

Guests:  There were numerous guests of club members as well as residents of the South Broad Street Corridor due to our program speakers.
Secret Greeter:  None this week!

Soap Box:  Doc Steele will present his Soap Box at next week’s meeting due to the length of our program.
Joke of the Week:  Howie was also continued until next week.

Fine Free:  Cathy will engage us in some fun next week.

Announcements:  Ron reported that we fed 80 at the Maxine Lewis Homeless Shelter on March 4 with many getting second helpings. There were at least 10 entrees??? And many servers as men and women from Cal Poly fraternities assisted.

Doc Steele was honored at the Governor’s visit last weekend with the Distinguished Service Award. Thanks Doc for all of your contributions to our club’s activities!

President Kevin announced that beginning with the first meeting in April 2007, our meetings will begin with the bell ringing at 12:15 p.m. and will end between 1 and 1:15 p.m. Please make note of this major change in scheduling!

We are the host club for the April 4th DCM. A sign-up sheet is being distributed for attendees and helpers for setting up before dinner. We received thank you letters from the Children’s Museum, the Laguna Middle School choir and Camp Hapitok for monies we donated to them.

Cathy reported on the April 21st Family Care Network’s Miracle Mile. Not only can we walk the walk on the beach Between Morro Bay and Cayucos (and raise money for the FCN). We will have a booth at the end of the walk (think Cayucos pier) for which you can sign up. Cathy has pledge sheets and all other needed information.

Cathy will be emailing a Membership Survey to everyone and asks that it be emailed back to her or a hard copy can be given to her at our next meeting. This was approved by the Board as part of our membership retention/recruitment program and it’s important that everyone respond soon.

Fines/Happy & Sad Bucks:  None this week but hopefully selling tickets to the many guests helped the kitty some!

Program Speaker: Aileen Loe, a Deputy Director for Planning for District 5 of Cal Trans led off with some broad background on the South Broad Street Corridor (sbsc) on Highway 227.  She's a Cal Poly graduate from the middle 1980's who lives in Arroyo Grande and commutes to San Luis Obispo daily on her bicycle.  She introduced Jeff Hook, who is the Project Planner for the sbsc from the City of San Luis Obispo.  Jeff began by emphasizing that it is still early in the planning process and there is no plan that has been adapted yet.  He presented a history of "How We Got Here."
 
The South Broad Street Corridor has heavy traffic, almost 30,000 vehicles a day.  It has an accident rate higher than similar streets in the State of California, primarily because of the left turn lane that often has vehicles driving toward one another.  In 1994 the process started with a General Plan update.  The primary concerns for the sbsc initially were traffic safety and appearance (as it is an entrance to the city).  As an aside, the area used to be known as Little Italy because of all of the Italians and their families who lived there, primarily being attracted by the Railroad's proximity.  In 1888 it was deemed the Imperial Addition, as all the streets were named after Monarchs (Kings, Queens and Emperors, not Butterflies).  This was the origin of the neighborhood and one of the goals of the  sbsc is to recreate the neighborhood kind of like it was prior to becoming industrialized.
 
In 2004 over 200 people attended two separate one-day meetings at the Grange Hall.  These meetings were co-sponsored by the City and Cal Trans.  They were the genesis of the Community Based Planning Project that the sbsc has become - i.e., having the community involved from the get go in the planning process and making the decisions, not just a bunch of planners.  In November 2006 there was another workshop attended by about 100 people and lots of new ideas came from this workshop, especially the support for the mixed-use development.  The goals of the sbsc were to improve safety, reunite neighborhoods, expand housing, improve public utilities, beautify the area and promote mixed-use development.  From this workshop a focus group of 18 individuals was formed and they have met twice so far in further providing community input to the planing process.
 
Right now there are 3 new developments in the works.  The Laurel Creek one near Orcutt and Broad that will have 261 new dwelling units and 10,000 sq ft of commercial space on 18 acres.  There's a smaller one right next door and then the Village at Maymont, which will have 91 new dwelling units and 25,000 sq ft of commercial space between Fire Station 1 and Mid State Bank.
 
The current status of the sbsc plan is that the city is coming up with a plan to take to the public, likely in April.  Some of the ideas are to reduce the number of streets which feed into broad street so there will be less intersections, have a couple of pocket parks for open space and recreation and to serve as drainage basins when needed.  They're also looking at raising a medium in the middle of Broad to enable pedestrians to safely rest while trying to cross the street and to have breaks for left turns at the signals and possibly other places.  Once the plan starts the public process, through the Planning Commission, he anticipates 3 - 6 months of public review and follow up work will take 5 - 10 years or more.  This is a long-term plan, which will involve general plan and zoning changes, utility improvements and the general transition of land uses.  They're anticipating a new zoning category, "Form Based Codes," which do not tell you, which uses are allowed, but try to permit uses which will work together in that particular situation.  
 
Short term the city is looking at some things.   One is that Broad Street will be repaved starting in the spring of 2008.  Thought is being given to using the asphalt with the ground up recycled rubber in it that tends to decrease substantially the noise created by vehicles.  Another is to pull some of the parking off of Broad Street, but they still have to work with the neighbors to see if this will work or just create other problems.  Another is that a memo has gone to the police chief asking her to have officers enforce the speed limit on Broad Street.  Another is some traffic calming on the side streets that some savvy motorists are using as short cuts to the South Street/Broad interchange.  Jeff can be reached at 781-7176 or jhook@slocity.org.

Winners:

$4 – Joan “Warden” Scholz

$6 – Guest
$10 – Guest

Membership:  Hilding missed with the king of hearts so next week’s pot is $65.

March 15 2007:
Joke of the Week – Howie

Soap Box – Doc Steele

Fine Free – Cathy

Program Speaker – March 15 – Cathy on her recent mission to Mexico to help many children.

