 “Baer Bones” - Meeting Notes April 19, 2007

President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m. Fitz led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Ron led us in singing “Oh Beautiful for Spacious Skies”” followed by an invocation by Roger J.

Guests:  Don McC introduced his guest, son Don, visiting from Colorado Springs. Dan introduced our program speaker Bev Thompson. Her husband, Amil was introduced by Bart and Roger J was pleased to introduce a former member visiting SLO, Bruce Penner. Shane was kind enough to introduce not only Bridgitte but also Barbara Furia (Work Training Programs).
Secret Greeter:  ????????
Joke of the Week:  Bart told a  (?bad?) cop joke.

Soap Box:  John C. is moving his office from the historic Teass building to ??? The reason:  one of his dogs (not Shayna) is getting older and has difficulty with stairs so John is moving to a one-story office at 782 Santa Rosa Street.

John also reminded us “We are the club that does things” and he encouraged all of us to participate in the upcoming “Miracle Miles” walk on Sunday, April 22 from Morro Bay to Cayucos.

Fine Free:  Dan was tolerably noisy with his special sound effects during the meeting.

Announcements:  Ron shared that Rich spoke quite eloquently at the memorial service for Andy. Several other club members also attended.
President Kevin reminded members of upcoming dates. The Board meets at 12 noon on May 1 at Smith-Wheeler Mortuary. All Board members should plan to attend and everyone else is welcome as well. Feed the Homeless next month is May 6.

Cathy reminded members that we still need workers for the booth at the Cayucos Pier during and after the Miracle Miles walk/run. Last call for entries. Brochures will be available for distribution. Sign-up sheets were distributed.

Guest Barbara Furia from Work Training Programs also asked members to pledge for her walk on Sunday as well for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. President Kevin relayed that the Reverse Drawing is now scheduled for June 29 at the Vet’s Hall this year. In addition to the reverse drawing there will also be a silent auction. Pila has made these arrangements and will confirm. Cathy is in charge of the silent auction and encouraged all of us to contribute. Food and wine baskets are popular as are weekend getaways. All items must be given to Cathy no later than June 22.

Fines/Happy & Sad Bucks:  The dynamo duo was back to extract some bucks from willing and not-so-willing members. Milt jumped to his feet to give an “empathetic” buck as his wife Pam is also away (as well as John’s wife Wendy.
Bart had a sad dollar for leaving early, another one for his “bad” joke, and lastly a final sad buck for missing last week’s Interclub. Visiting Barbra gave $2 for Kevin’s cleverness in keeping the bell by tying it with a cord to his waist.

Baxter contributed happy dollars for his daughter’s recent wedding on old Cuesta Grade Road and reception at Cuesta Park. As Rich successfully remains married to Jan his wife of 19 years he contributed $19! Bob A. was happy that Bruce Penner is visiting.

Kevin gave happy bucks for his father-in-laws good health after falling two flights of stairs. Roger J. was $5 happy that he and Cherie had a wonderful week visiting Carlsbad. Doc S. was sad he missed last week’s meeting but he’s happy that his son is visiting the Far East plus he’s happy about his cousin???

Ron was sad that Roger J. was not in SLO in time to sing with him and other members of a “quartet” at Andy’s service (even though he rushed from San Diego he had the time wrong so…). After Roger’s whining Ron paid a buck for his fine.

Pila gave $5 for the Fine Box lid that Sandy stole as well as for Dan doing the books in her last week’s absence. Thanks Dan. Cathy was also $5 happy that Doug Carroll helping with ?????.

Shane was happy to the tune of $10 for never having to fend for himself due to Bridgitte’s loving care and Milt also chipped in a buck for Bridgitte’s diligence!  Don was happy that his grandson has been accepted into three service colleges.

Program Speaker:  

Dan introduced our program speaker, Bev Thompson, representing SAVE, Sexual Assault Victim Education program. She is a SLO native and attended high school here as well as junior college, studying nursing. She married Amil and they both pursued military careers in the Navy.

The SAVE program concentrates on pre-school children ages 3-5 because 75% of abused children are that age. They are taught to protect themselves and to know the difference between safe and not. The program began 25 years ago when the existing SART (Suspected Abuse Response Team) realized there was a real need for education so that potentially abused children could enable themselves.

This mission was implemented with the purchase of educational “kits” to preschool teachers for use in their curricula. Developed in Seattle, the kit consists of a series of laminated cards for teachers to use with young children. Each card has a safety rule such as “safety in the car or bus.” SAVE teaches the teachers to teach preschool children. Currently every one of the 65 known preschools in SLO County has been provided a kit.

Over the 25 years, literally thousands of kids have been involved with the SAVE’s  “Talk About Touching” program. Each kit cost $200 and donations are always welcome. Bev shared some interesting statistics such as 75-80% of child molesters are known by their victim.

In 2006, in SLO County there were 2468 reports of suspected child abuse of which 259 cases were substantiated. Predators prefer younger children, especially under two as they are unable to verbally communicate.

The SAVE Board has 12 volunteer members with varied backgrounds. There is one paid part-time staff person who contacts preschools and does other outreach and implementation. The SAVE annual budget of approximately $16,000 is entirely from donations. Their annual fund raiser is scheduled for September 16, 2007 at Edna Ranch Estates.

Winners:

$4 – Shane

$6 – Fitz
$10 – Shane

Membership:  Bob A. missed with the seven of spades so next week’s kitty is $80.

April 12, 2007:
Joke of the Week – Roger J.

Soap Box – Jim F.

Fine Free – John C.

Program Speaker – Dave Church from SLO County Planning hosted by Bob S.

