“Baer Bones” - Meeting Notes April 5, 2007

President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:16 p.m. Jim led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Ron led us in singing the national anthem followed by an invocation by Janice.

Guests:  Janice introduced her husband Greg. Rich introduced two former club members, Pandora Nash-Karner and Mark Bloodgood. He also introduced Molly McFarland from the Educational Homestay Programs. Jim H introduced Chris Gardner or program speaker.
Secret Greeter:  Hilding only nabbed late Howie for being unfriendly but as a result of Howie’s extra hard work on the DCM, he was excused from paying a fine.

Announcements:  President Kevin reminded us that beginning with the first meeting in April, the bell will be rung at 12:15 p.m. and lunch will be served at 11:45 a.m. He also pointed out our new club banner that we can use at events, including the Miracle Mile walk in Cayucos.

President Kevin asked Ron to report on Feed the Homeless but Ron admitted he sat down in his lazy-boy chair at 5 p.m. didn’t wake up until 7 p.m.! Needless to say, he missed going to the Maxine Lewis Shelter! Doc Steele reported that we fed more than 80 folks plus many came back for seconds. As always, there was a bountiful meal for all.

Pila reported that there were only five members at Tuesday’s Board meeting. It was decided at the Board meeting that the Reverse Drawing would be June 22, 2007. Cathy reminded members of the upcoming Miracle Mile walk/run. Entries need to be completed by Thursday, April 12. We still need walkers/runners as well as workers for the booth at the Cayucos Pier. Brochures will be available for distribution. Sign-up sheets were distributed.

Cathy asked that we complete and return the membership survey to her NO LATER THAN at Thursday’s meeting – April 12. Fitz announced that he is hosting a Grand Opening at his new office space on Friday, April 13, 2007 beginning at 5 p.m. His new corner is at 1303 Higuera Street and all are invited to come visit.

Members reported that the DCM hosted by Mary Carole and Hilding at their home on April 4 was quite a success, financially as well as good company! Thanks to Mary & Hilding as well as Howie and Joanie, Shane and Bridgette; Jim and Roger and Shane and Shannon and others!

The possibility of building a “Habitat for Humanity” house in Atascadero was discussed and will be pursued.
Fines/Happy & Sad Bucks:  Fine master Fitz led off the tail twisting by contributing $5 happy for his “new digs” at 1303 Higuera Street as well as for the party on Friday the Thirteenth and that day is also Fitz’s birthday – his 45th (seems a small fine for a lot of good things to be happy about!).

Rich “pledged” happy bucks for his upcoming wedding anniversary with Jan on April 17 and noted that in just nine years he will have been married for a collective 50 years. Nineteen of those years have been with his best spouse, Jan! He will pay happy bucks AFTER the anniversary to make it does occur.

Ron gave an undisclosed amount of happy dollars, “the largest fine/bucks in his lengthy sojourn with Kiwanis” per note taker extraordinary John C. Others giving happy/sad bucks included John C., Bob, Pila, Howie, Jim and likely someone else.

Molly McFarland spoke briefly about the Educational Homestay Project. Students from around the world study programs ranging from two to eight weeks and through EHP live with host families. There are many benefits of being a host family so anyone interested in more information can call Molly at (408) 621-9361 or their national office at (800) 521-0083.

Program Speaker:  Jim H Haack introduced our speaker, Chris Gardner, editor of the biweekly SLO City News (big picture – local focus). Chris started the newspaper with the belief that every small town or city should have an independent paper covering local stories.

Chris recalled that as a child he was a Cub Scout and received an award and all of a sudden his picture was in the small town newspaper where he lived. It literally changed his life and propelled him into journalism.

SLO City News covers local stories and is delivered to 16,500 homes in SLO as well as issues mailed to residents of gated communities. Soon there will be 100 racks around town.  Currently SLO City News is published biweekly and is now in month nine and issue #17. The paper is breaking even financially, ahead of Chris’s projections!

The circulation goal has been met and currently Chris is working on a goal of publishing weekly. As a sidelight, John C.’s legal assistant’s son got his picture in SLO City News after his under 8th grade football team won the “Super Bowl”. Chris is right – it sure makes a difference! (Ala John C.)
Winners:

$4 – Shane

$6 – Gary
$10 – Fitz

Membership:  Don missed with the 5 of hearts and Howie had his chance and picked the eight of spades. Next kitty is $75.

April 12, 2007:
Joke of the Week – Roger

Soap Box – Dan

Fine Free – ??? We’ll see!

Program Speaker – “Father” Larson (as in Hal) will speak to us with an historical perspective of Kiwanis, Rotary and Compostela, Mexico, near our city of San Luis Obispo, Mexico.

