 “Baer Bones” June 28, 2007

President Kevin called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m. Justin led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Roger J. led us in singing “God Bless America”. Doc S. led us in an invocation.

Guests:  Doc S. Briefly introduced our speaker Nemah. Baxter introduced one of our newest (after this meeting!) members, Roy. Cathy introduced Barbara Furia from the Morning Club, about to be one of the newest members of our Noontime Club! 

Jim H. introduced guest Bridgitte. Pila’s son Ethan joined us again. Justin brought Gene, a colleague from Mid-State Bank and prospective new member.

Secret Greeter:  Tricky President Kevin was Secret Greeter but all were friendly!

!
Joke of the Week:  Pila deferred to Holly who really tickled our bones. 
Soap Box:  Ron talked about the many technological advances in optometry and optics. Today’s glasses are even more light-weight (high index) as well as stronger. Frames are also generally thinner and developments such as “transitions” (lenses darken in sun [heat]).
Fine Free:  Roger J. came with a bag of balloons and he and Ethan plus a few others had fun bouncing them around the room!

Announcements:  President Kevin reminded members of several upcoming dates of importance. Next month’s DCM will be hosted by Templeton with details to follow. July 1 is Feed The Homeless and a sign-up sheet was distributed. Officers & Board Installation dinner will be September 6, details TBA. It will be an evening dinner so that noon will be a Round Table, place TBD.

Fitz reminded us and/or clarified that Friday night’s Reverse Drawing event is at the Vet’s Hall NOT The Monday Club. Cathy still needs helpers for the auctions on Friday night. Dan and Sandy volunteered to be spotters during the live auction. John C. and Roger J. volunteered to be runners. More helpers are also needed for set-up.

Fine and Forfeitures: Fitz was on hand to serve as Fine Master and extract bucks. He began by picking on Cathy so she paid a sad buck for missing last week’s meeting. Fitz had other things in mind and promptly pulled out a picture in The Tribune with Cathy and Barbara in it so he ponied up many more bucks, as did Barbara.

Holly was happy that she climbed Bishop’s Peak for the first time as well as for her 19th wedding anniversary with Claude. Howie contributed $50 happy for his 44 years with Joanie and another $6 for MDA. Standing in for Dan, Gary delivered another $50 for Dan’s birthday and anniversary with Alona.

Jim H. gave $10 happy for MDA. Barbara gave $3 because her son who is a firefighter is okay. He’s been fighting the Kern County blaze where 10,000 acres have burned.

Inductions:  Hilding and Shane proceeded with the induction of our two newest members, Roy and Barbara. Kevin is sponsoring Roy and Barbara is a transfer from the Morning Kiwanis Club. They were each given their plaques, aprons (TBD), pins and an information packet as well as their temporary member badges with explanations for all. Welcome to the club, Roy and Barbara!

Program Speaker:  Doc D. introduced Nemah, currently director of the Senior Nutrition Program in San Luis Obispo County. He owned and operated Tortilla Flats for many years before selling it in 2003. He was born and reared in Bethlehem and attended college in Arizona.

Nemah first stated that the Senior Nutrition Program (SNP) is not the same as Meals-on-Wheels. The mission of the SNP is to “enhance health and reduce isolation via home served meals”. It is a non-profit program funded in part by the federal government under the Older Americans Acts of 1965. This program is under the auspices of the Area Agency on Aging in SLO and Santa Barbara Counties.

The SNP provides both congregate meals across the county and home-delivered meals for the home bound. There are nine congregate dining sites from Oceano to Cambria and Paso to Nipomo. Seniors must be 60 years or older to participate in the program and health screening is also available. Many of their clients are considered “fragile”.

Five hot meals are served at noontime five days a week. The home bound receive their lunches as well as two frozen lunches for the weekend. There are more than 200 volunteers countywide as well as 28 mostly part-time employees.

The federal government contributes $500,000 annually, which is half of their annual operating budget. Meals are served free but donations are welcomed and total another 20% of their funding. The main kitchen for preparing the meals is at the old General Hospital where they employ two cooks, a kitchen manager and a dietician (all part-time).

Winners:

$4 – Bob S.

$6 – Milt
$10 – Hilding

Membership: Ron missed by drawing the three of hearts so next week’s kitty is $105.

Next Week:

Joke of the Week – Bob A.

Soap Box – Gary

Fine Free – Pila

Program speaker June 14, 2007:  Milt is hosting Lee Ferrero from The Private Industry Council.
